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toward the taboo the primitive conscience — the first rudimentary form 
of the absolute ought? This is a point which the evolutionary writers 
of ethics have generally overlooked in their desire to develop the content 
of the moral life. F. C. French. 

Univebsity of Nebbaska. 

Platons Philosophische Ervtwickelung. Hans Raeder. Leipzig: B. G. 

Teubner. 1905. Pp. 435. 

This essay, which won the prize awarded by the Eoyal Danish 
Academy of Sciences, is an exceedingly interesting attempt to de- 
termine the order of the principal Platonic dialogues chronologically 
and philosophically. It is based, as the conditions of the competition 
required, upon a study of the history of the ' Platonic Question ' ; 
but it aims also to contribute somewhat to the advancement of the 
problem in a positive way. All this has been done in a way to inspire 
confidence in the reader. The previous attempt of Lutoslawski, laborious 
and in some respects praiseworthy though it was, was marred by a blind 
faith in incomplete statistics and by hasty generalizations from individual 
passages utterly misunderstood. Dr. Raeder has in the main guarded 
himself successfully against such errors, and his book may, therefore, 
be recommended to those who desire to acquaint themselves with the 
present status of the question. 

As regards the order of the dialogues, it will doubtless be of interest 
to note that Dr. Raeder agrees almost perfectly with the arrangement 
proposed in Gomperz's ' Greek Thinkers,' the only important exception 
being that the ' Phsedrus ' is placed after, rather than before, the ' Phsedo ' 
and the ' Republic' This is hardly the place to discuss these matters of 
detail, but it must be said that, while in all probability the order assumed 
by Raeder and Gomperz closely approximates to the order in which the 
dialogues were written, the argument at many points still remains far 
from conclusive. Indeed, in both Raeder and Gomperz arguments are 
used that cut both ways and show unmistakably that in many instances 
an arrangement is first assumed and then justified. 

The ' Republic,' as is fitting, receives the lion's share of the author's 
attention, and his treatment of it is on the whole very satisfactory. It is 
a pleasure to find him combating the arguments of those who would divide 
the dialogue and assign its parts to widely different periods of Plato's 
life. We know far too little of Plato's mode of composition to attempt 
so hazardous a task. The ' Laws ' hardly receive their just proportion of 
space, probably because the significance of the dialogue is not yet fully 
appreciated. W. A. Heidel. 

Wesleyan Univebsity. 

Philolaus. Wm. Romaine Newbold. Archiv fur Geschichte der Philos- 
ophic, January, 1906. Pp. 176-217. 
In this article Professor Newbold gives us a most suggestive study of 

several fragments of ' Philolaus.' The Pythagoreans are confessedly the 



